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* HOJATOLISLAM MAHDI MOVAHEDI
KERMANI,  FORMERLY A PERSONAL

representat ive of  Ayatol lah Khomeini  wi th
the pol ice force, has been named as head
of the pol i t ical  and ideological  bureau of
the arrned forces senior command. Tle
appoi .ntment was made by Ayatol la!  Al :
Khamenei,  the supreme leader,  in ! is
posi t ion as commander- in-chief  of  t le
armed forces. I t  appears to be let  a:ot :er
instance of  the jost l ing for  posi t ior  r i th l l
the regimg between revolut ionar,y
hardl iners and moderates, lndlcaticg yet
again ihat  Rafsanjani ts gr ip on Dorer =at-
not be as' f i rm as widely supposed-

DELIVERY OF ELEVEN IVABSHIPS
ORDERED FROM ITALY IN I9TO

may at  last  take place as a resul t  cf  t le
Ital ian-' Iraqi 3oint economic cornnissie:
held last  week. The fr igates and coret tes
bui l t  by l ta lyts Fincant ier i  have bee:
retained in the Nledi terranean af ter  a
weapons ban imposed by I ta ly dur ieg t :e
Gulf  wdr.  I raq has paid about hal f  tbe
total  r :cst  of  $2.6bn and is now repcrtd
to be asking that outstanding payne:ts be
spreau rvsr ten years.  Baghdad sals i t  is
wi l l ing to pi ty i r r terest  on these pay=e:ts,
but wants- backdated interest  to be rped
out.  I t  is  a lso'understood that Rone las
given perrnissicn for  the supply of  te:
naval  hel icoptcrs by Agusta.  Final
agreerndnt '  h inges on reschedul ing of  a:
est imdted $2.7bn of  debt owed to l ta l :an
f  i rms. l , : - . ' .  .  ' i

*  TALES OF' MALTREAT}IENT OF
EGYPTIAN WORKERS IN IRAQ

appear to have struck a sensi t i re cerre in
Baghdad. The Egypt ian press has bee:
replete With accounts of  assaul ts aed even
ki l l ing of  Egypt ian migrant labourers who
are noWrbeing forced to leave the country
as dernobi l ised Iraqi  soldiers returc to
civ i l ian l i fe (Gulf  States Newslet ter ,  2T
November l98 ,
the semi-of f ic ia l  Cairo dai ly,  I raq has
agreed to pay $50m to Egypt to rneet
outstanding. wage remit tances and claims
by Egypt ian f i r rns.  One of  the means the

Iraqi  author i t ies have employed to
encourage Egypt ian workers to return
home is a severe reduct ion in the amount
of  currency they are al lowed to remit  to
Egypt.  According to the Egypt ian press,
I raq owes some $350m to Egypt ian f i rms
and guest workers,  but  has agreed to pay
this of f  in instalments.  The reported
incidents of  v io lence in l raq have strained
relat ions between Baghdad and Cairo which
ear l ier  th is year formal ised their
relat ionship as founder members of  the
Arab Cooperat ion Counci l .  The fact  that
I raq is wi l l ing so readi ly to come up with
scarce hard currency test i f ies to the
importance i t  at taches to good relat ions
with Egypt.

Ku wait
rpgsroRATIoN oF DEMocRACy IN

KUWAIT LOOKS HIGHLY UNLIKELY
after the Ruler,  Sheikh Jaber al  Ahmed,
last  month rejected a pet i t ion f rom
leading ci t izens cal l ing for  a new nat ionai
assembly.  The ruler suspended the elected
assembly for  the second t ime in 1986,
just i fy ing his decis ion by saying that the
war between l ran and Iraq had generated
tension between the countryrs Shia and
Sunni Moslems. About a th i rd of  the
indigenous populat ion is made up of  Shias.

Sheikh Jaber reportedly refused to
countenance a pet i t ion presented by 50
prominent Kuwait is and signed by more
thqq ?! ,9Q0 people.  The group were
represented by two businessmen, Salah al
Marzouk and Hamad Abdul Aziz al  Saqr,
wi th a leading lawyer,  Mishar i  a l  Osaimi,
and a universi ty professor,  Nasser al
Qanoor.  An investment banker who
sponsored the pet i t ion was quoted as
saying that r rnow the Gulf  war is over and
the secur i ty s i tuat ion has relaxed, we feel
i t  is  t ime for the emir  to restore the
nat ional  assemblyr ' .  I t  appears that
repeated at tempts to submit  the proposal
to Sheikh Jaber at  an open audience were
rebuffed, even though the ruler has
repeatedly stressed his wi l l ingness to
restore democracy when the t ime is r ight .

Sheikh Jaberrs refusal  is  indicat ive of
the rul ing fami lyrs nervousness about
giv ing f ree rein to publ ic opinion once
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again,  but  could prove counter-product ive
in the long run, I f  the f igure of  25,000
signator ies is at  a l l  accurate,  i t  would
represent a quarter of  the registered
electorate.  The ruler is able to defy the
wishes of  th is group with the not
unjust i f iable and widely shared point
that  the last  assembly had rrdegenerated

into fact ional  b icker ingt t ,  to quote one
leading businessman. rr l t  was not a
di f f icul t  task for  the government to
convince people that  suspending the
par l iament was in the nat ional  interest . r r

Equal ly,  however,  there is widespread
suspic ion that the Sabah hierarchy does
not want to see the nat ional  assembly re-
emerge because i t  has shown an
unwlecome interest  in the.past in
invest igat ing the af fa i rs of  ministr ies run
by members of  the rul ing fami ly.  One
minister was forced to resign af ter
quest ions in par l iament in 1986, which
appears to have convinced the fami ly that
the assembly was threatening to emerge
as a chal lenge to their  author i ty.

*  MORE ARMS WILL BE PURCHASED
FROM EGYPT, ACCORDING TO THE

defence minister,  Sheikh Nawaf al  Ahmad
al Sabah. Vis i t ing Cairo last  month,  he
said that  af ter  buying some $500m worth
of Egypt ian mi l i tary equipment Kuwait
was interested in acquir ing more. He
stated that Egypt ian-made arms t tare

advanced weapons that have proved their
worthrr .  The largest s ingle order so far
placed with Egypt has been for Fahd
armoured personnel  carr iers,  of  which
some 150 have reportedly been del ivered
so far.  Kuwait  is  a lso buying the Amoun
air  defence system which combines US-
bui l t  Sparrow surface to air  missi les wi th
Swiss ant i -a i rcraf t  guns and radar control .
The Egypt ian defence minister,  Yusuf Sabr i
Abu Taleb, said that  Egypt had a mi l i tary
cooperat ion agreement cover ing both arms
and training and was eager to boost sales
to other Arab countr ies (see Gulf  States
Newslet ter ,  30 October 1989)-

TFiE NE"f  BRITISH ATvIBASSADOR IN
.\ :USCAT TfILL BE TERENCE CLARK,

formerly tsr i t ish a rnbassador to I raq where
he has served for the past four years.  He
wi l l  take over f ro: :n Robert  Alston. Clark
was with the enbassy in Oman previously
from 1972 to lg7{ and has also been
posted to Bahrain,  A:r : : : ' :an,  Casablanca and
Dub ai .

Saudi  Arabia
M IS ENTHUSIASTICALLY

BACKING THE PROPOSED UNION
of North and South ye=e: rr .h ich,  af ter
years of  negot iat ions,  at  last  seems to be
approaching real i ty.  Tle :ost  s igni f icant
development was the vis l t  at  the end of
last  month by North yenen's president Al i
Abdul lah Saleh to Aden on the occasion of
South Yements independence Cay
celebrat ions.  South yemen's l !arx ist-
or iented government has undertaken a
ser ies of  pol i t ical  and economic reforms
of late local ly cal led nAdenrs
perestroikarr  and appears to have
convinced the Sanaa governmeDt that  i t  is
s incere in seeking uni f icat ion.

The Saudi  foreign r-ninister,  pr ince
Saud al  Feisal ,  v is i ted ACen in November
to chair  the f i rst  meet ing of  the Saudi-
South Yemeni jo int  connrnlssion. Notably,
he was accompanied by $oharnmed Abi  a l
Khai l ,  the minister of  f inance and nat ional
economy. I t  is  no secret  that  Aden wants
f inancial  a id f rom Saudi Arabia,  which
pledged $8m last  July for  v ict ims of
severe f loods in the country as a
prel iminary gesture.

By closely involv ing i tsel f  in the
evolv ing relat ionship between North and
South Yemen, Saudi  Arabia may also be
try ing to keep a c lose eye on Ai icn! 's
future dinlns; : iu or ientat ion.  South Yemen
has expressed an interest  in jo in ing the
Arab Cooperat ion Counci l  (ACC),
establ ished ear l ier  th is year by Egypt,
Jordan, I raq and North Yemen. At the
t ime the ACC was set up, i t  was met
with i l l -d isguised scept ic ism in Saudi
Arabia which saw i t  as a potent ia l  r ival
to the Gulf  Cooperat ion Counci l ,
part icular ly given North Yements
membership.
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