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Oman under Sultan Haitham

T

his collection of 11 articles highlights GSN’s coverage
of Sultan Haitham Bin Tariq Al-Said’s first few months
of rule following the death of Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
Al-Said in January 2020. Sultan Haitham faces considerable
domestic and regional problems and in his first major speech in
February, seen very much as a personal manifesto, he set out his
strategic objectives. Priorities are to reduce state debt,
increase revenue, diversify the economy and improve the
efficiency of government owned companies. He also
promised to listen to the needs of Oman’s youth. “Evolution
not revolution” was GSN’s conclusion at the end of the new
sultan’s first 100 days as leader, noting that Haitham’s method
of conducting business was to “manage change by achieving
consensus…and make steady progress rather than introducing
radical change.”

Oman archive

Maps and graphics

Via the GSN website hundreds of
stories on the Sultanate can be
filtered by the following sectors:
defence and security (issues from
terrorism to arms deals), energy
and industry (the region’s major
industries), finance and business
(economic reporting with a focus
on the people making the deals),
politics (highlighting issues of
internal governance, personal
politics, regional conflicts and
trends), Risk Management
Reports, royals watch (monitoring
of political genealogy) and
diplomatic brief (international and
regional relations).

GSN has an extensive archive of
maps, graphics and family trees.
Country maps provide an
overview of key infrastructure
and energy facilities. Recent
graphics include a map to
illustrate the targets, assets,
techniques and tools the
Chinese Communist Party
operate in the Gulf region and a
map showing shifting positions
of forces in the Yemen conflict.
Also available are succinct family
trees (along with notes on the
family’s history, succession issues
and key personalities) on all 13
Gulf ruling families.

VisiT The omaN paGe

Take a Closer look

Recent decisions by Sultan Haitham include the merger of the
State General Reserve Fund and the Oman Investment Fund, aimed
at improving the management of state-owned assets, and a wideranging government reshuffle in August which saw a new
organisational structure with the number of ministries slimmed
down. Haitham gave up the key positions of finance and foreign
minister as well as chairmanship of Central Bank of Oman.
Additional powers and responsibilities have been given to the
sultanate’s 11 governors. Close family members have not been left
out of the structure – Haitham’s brother Shihab has been made
a deputy prime minister and son Theyazin appointed culture,
sports and youth minister. GSN’s coverage includes regional
affairs with a particular focus on Oman’s relations with the UAE
and Yemen.

Gulf States Newsletter subscriptions
Gulf States Newsletter (GSN) has been providing independent
reporting and analysis of the Gulf region and its ruling elites
since 1974.
Full subscriptions include access to our entire archive of maps,
articles and past issues in PDF dating back to 1979.

Do you work for a university or institution?
If yes, you may be eligible for a special subscription rate.
For universities, foundations, charities and other NGOs in the
not-for-profit sector, GSN can provide a heavily discounted
multi-user newsletter subscription licence.
Please contact Nick Carn for more details and how to apply.

Subscription options
Choose between articles-only, sector-specific or a full
subscription including emailed issues, then customise by
subscription length and number of users.

www.gsn-online.com/subscribe

www.gsn-online.com

Contents

Haitham offers more power to regional governors

GSN
Gulf States Newsletter
Oman report • October 2020

3

Haitham’s reshuffle plays well with reform advocates 3
Debate over ‘pardons’ for Omani exiles

4

Economic structure overhaul accelerates

5

Muscat weighs up regional and domestic challenges 6
Evolution not revolution in Haitham’s first 100 days

7

Musandam’s special treatment from the government 8
Editorial Director

Haitham Bin Tariq sets out his policy agenda

9

Bloggers draw security interest

9

Dominic Dudley
dominic@gsn-online.com

Abu Dhabi relations are tested beyond protocol

9

Consultant editor

Qaboos bequeaths a smooth succession

Jon Marks
jon@cbi-publishing.com

Editor

Eleanor Gillespie

10

Production/digital
Harry Randle-Marsh
harry@cbi-research.com

Sales and Service
Direct:+44 (0) 1424 721 667
Fax: +44 (0) 1424 721 721
Email: subscriptions@cbi-publishing.com

Director
Nick Carn
nick@cbi-publishing.com

GSN’s online archive

Manager
Tara Mulvey
tara@cbi-publishing.com
Single subscriptions of Gulf States Newsletter (GSN) are available in
Internet format – including online and emailed content. Multi-user
and academic rates are available. www.gsn-online.com

2020 Cross-border information. All rights reserved.
Data and information published in Gulf States News is provided to Crossborder Information (CbI) by its staff and network of correspondents
through extensive surveys of sources and published with the intention of
being accurate. CbI cannot insure against or be held responsible for
inaccuracies and assumes no liability for any loss whatsoever arising from
use of such data.
No portion of this publication may be photocopied, reproduced,
retransmitted, put into a computer system or otherwise redistributed
without prior authorisation from Cross-border Information.
Registered office: 4 Bank Buildings, Station Road,
Hastings, East Sussex TN34 1NG, United Kingdom.
Directors: JJ Marks, JM Ford, NJ Carn, JD Hamilton, E Gillespie

2

The online Gulf States Newsletter (GSN) archive
stretches over 40 years, providing an incredible depth of
independent coverage on Gulf politics and the region’s
ruling elites.
Stretching back to an era where high-level analysis for
businesses and embassies operating in the region were
only published in paper form, these searchable pdfs
provide a wealth of analysis that is not available
elsewhere.
1979, the earliest available online volume, focuses
exclusively on 14 issues of the Saudi Arabia Newsletter,
while in 1980 the archive includes the final 11 issues of
Middle East Newsletter (the early name of Gulf States
Newsletter) which routinely carried articles on countries in
North Africa and the fringes of the Middle East region,
including Turkey and Sudan.
From 1980 to 1987, each volume includes issues of both
Gulf States Newsletter and the Saudi Arabia Newsletter,
after which, they were merged into an enlarged Gulf
States Newsletter.
To sample our archive dating back to 1979 visit:

www.gsn-online.com
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